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Law students from more than 30 
schools, including several in Wash- 
ington, are organizing boycotts of 
campus interviews by 17 law firms 
that the AFL-CIO has charged with 
“union-busting activities," according 
to leaders of the boycott effort. 

Student organizers, armed with 
leaflets, letters and a list of the 17 
firms, kicked off their campaign 
Thui^y at Georgetown Univer- 
sity Law Center, saying they hope 
to stop their peers from attending 
interviews or taking jobs with these 
firms when campus recruiters ar- 
rive this fall. 

“We can be the conscience of the 
legal profession,” Duke University 
law student Lisa Maureen Smith 
said at a news conference. “We can 
withhold our labor.” 

Law students at Georgetown, 
American, George Washington and 
Catholic universities already have 
joined the effort, according to or- 
ganizers, and students at Howard 


University and the University of 
Maryland have requested informa- 
tion about the boycott. 

Students are using a list of firms 
compiled by the AFL-CIO. AFL-CIO 
lawyer Virginia Diamond said the 17 
firms have gone beyond “the tradi- 
tional labor law representation of 
management” and are heavily in- 
volved in “orchestrating campaigns, 
which essentially terrorize employ- 
ees who want to come together and 
gain a voice on the job.” 

Some firms that made the list 
appear unperturbed by the boycott 
effort, which began in 1986 at Har- 
vard University. 

“The AFL-CIO is doing us a fa- 
vor,” said A. Samuel Cook, who 
heads the 30-lawyer labor law prac- 
tice at Maryland’s largest firm, 
Venable, Baetjer & Howard. Stu- 
dents “dedicated to the labor move- 
ment would not be comfortable in 
our practice, so we don’t lose any- 
body,” Cook said. 

The AFL-CIO has taken issue 
with seminars run by Cook and 


some of his partners that teach em- 
ployers how to legally “decertify,” 
or eliminate, existing unions. “Man- 
agement’s role ... in decertifica- 
tion is extremely restricted by law, 
and this is a seminar in what they 
can get away with,” Diamond said. 

Cook replied, “Neither manage- 
ment nor labor have halos ... but 
here [the allegations] are way off 
base.” 

Cook has written a four-page re- 
sponse to the union-busting charge, 
which he vehemently denies. He 
said it will be given to any student 
who raises the issue. 

Georgetown student Sandra Maz- 
liah said she and other organizers 
intend to make this a visible issue 
on campus and will be seeking sig- 
natures on petitions by students 
pledging to boycott interviews. 

Mazliah says she sees her job as 
educating students about this issue. 
“We are not saying that all unions 
should win,” she said. “But people 
should have the opportunity to 
make up their own minds.” 
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Oear Sol, 9/8/90 

This sti^y and its headline may sound like they are of our youth hut it is today's 
Washington Pos^. But it is a constant, anti-labor in law pays lawyers well if not best. 

Tills firm, then as now liaryland's largest, once represented us. It then, almost 
two decades ago, required two full floors in the largest and fanciest of the new buildings 
on or near Payette dowi^town, where the rebuilding of Baltimore was most visible. 

In our first suit against the government for the trespass of military helicopters 
tliat ruined our chickens and chicken business we were represented by the firm of Kauh 
and Silard, Kauh and John ^ilard, nepl^v of the scientist who spelled the name 

Sailard. John handled the case and neglect to prepare what lawyers call "proof of loss." 


Although we won, with a disgusting small aostt award, we did establish a new and basic 
principle of l«w, the property own^'s ownership of the air space above his property to 
tlie degree necessary to enjoy liis Constitutional right. Until we were in the courtroom 
I'd never heard of "proof of loss" and with a lawyer, had given the case only the thought 
he had directed.,^ 

I was able, on my own, to work out a conference to try and resolve the matter, with, 
of all im}iossible things, the general counsel of the Bepartm' 'ent of Defense designating 
one of his lawyers to protect our interest. John would not go, I went alone, and worked out 
a fair and acceptable settlement with which all the brjinches of the military, who were 
represented, did agree, ^nly as soon as the conference was over they backed out, desig- 
nated the Army to represent them all, and then combined with the Department of Justice to 
violate their agreement and force the case into litigation. After a considerable amount 
of effort, because we were broke, Edward Beruiett Williams, ])ersonally, agreed to represent 
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getting flraft exemptions for Redskins Uhat was in 60s), that he never ^d^tine to 

C^o^ia ^ .un .or ton^ss!:^ wai'"^:S::)S"on1LC SoS S 

great thi:a»%it .as a 

and it was in -^altinore the 2M argued tliat Williams had let the'"sta^te^of^lirnit 

± of olairnTp^stop^ef^^ntSui^^ 

x& “ - 

^lu^^ our books, and DJ had demurred, he said to that assistant US^attorney tliat I 
^d ^a^ won the case and the only question before him was the amount of d^Tthlt 
was caused xn the time not covered by the first suit. Oo, I said to He^ey] tS^^i^fl 
^lege personal injury or damage. If I collect but a single penny it will i-|v^ thS 

HaJSy^oSto-fsIe*!^ ^he basic principle and precedent I'd established. But 

aa3rvey couldn t see it. Be kept giving me government offers to settle beMnnlnp- «« T 

»10°OOo'’^d*i ^ “ and they offered 85,000. I aaid not WA Sf off ered 

w2/‘ f ^ said no again. Instead ol thinking about what all of this could mean 

afiftf a“®? .ith me. do I aaid Pd settle for .hate,®, .e o.ed on thia^»to 

S .L^’iJf bSnTto «»” that offer and they grabbed^t^ tad 

Sutat n T r ? Sbuld have done.Ho. you know how we own this house when I'd 

ought it ..*ith a mortgage I expected to pay off when Bell uaid me the S35,000 they owed 

^ and I never got. I had no income and X was hard pat to meet the quarterly payments with 
the bank very cooperative in giving me time. ^uarverxy payments, with 

But Hai-vey was not satisfied. /#e didn't learn how wrong he'd been or from what 

lied a suit for Mi2± us against Williams. Williams offered us Ji»5,(XX) to settle and I 
tmped It down. Be then started playing harBball, which means pe^^ry and otSr mS^ 

b^trfim.,''Sf+J not remember from Harvey Clapp. I then had a sneaking suspicion that 
oth firms had the same insurer but I was not in a position to follow it up, 

the biggest law firm in dryland representing us and X had to fight my 
lawyers to get what I'm sure was much less than we could have established in court as 
looses from the chickens alone* 

The FBI got its licks in in the investigation it made for the first case. It got 
a number of out then neighbors to deceive the judge in several ways. They feared the FBI 
^d Mid what was asted of them. Worse, it happened the the nephew of the man who was then 

it all out. His nephew had persuaded him to perjure himself. Which is why we got so small 
an award from the judge, -Lhis man, Horace -Thompson, when he came to realize what he had 
done, ^d W a fanner, friends of Idl's f^ly, etc., and idl and his a^'ughter had 
played together when they wefe little girls. This embarrassed him, as did the fact that 
as a volunteer firemM ^ had organized a bank of local blood contributers. and when Horace's 
wife was hospitalized and quite ill, that is how she got the blood she needed. Horace was 
a simple but good man Md he grew quite upset about what he had done, and Harvey Clapp, 
knowing the truth, as Venable Baetjer ii Hox^ard know truth, had done nothing about it. 

As I'm sure you lOiow, this is how law firms get to be great! 

Best, 

,V Mii/ 



